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IN  consequence  of  a  communication  from  a  Committee 
of  the  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia,  a  number  of  La¬ 
dies  met  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Ralston,  where  the  Right 
Reverend  Bishop  White  attended,  and  after  opening  the 
meeting  with  prayer,  they  formed  themselves  into  a  Bible 
Society,  and  adopted  the  following  Constitution. 


THE  subscribers,  feeling  the  importance  of  a  general 
diffusion  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  do  hereby  form  them¬ 
selves  into  a  Society,  to  be  called 

“  The  Female  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia ,” 

the  object  of  which  is,  to  distribute  gratuitously  the  Holy 
Bible,  without  note  or  comment;  and  as  occasion  pre¬ 
sents,  to  assist  the  efforts  of  the  Parent  Society  estab¬ 
lished  in  this  city. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of  the  Society 
shall  pay  an  annual  contribution  of  two  dollars,  or  by 
paying  thirty  dollars  shall  be  a  member  for  life. 

The  Society  shall  meet  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of 
March  in  every  year,  when  a  Presiding  Officer  and  Se¬ 
cretary  shall  be  ehosen  for  the  occasion.  At  this  meet¬ 
ing  there  shall  be  chosen  twenty-four  Managers  to  con¬ 
duct  the  affairs  of  the  Society,  and  who  -shall,  after  the 
first  meeting,  make  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
year. 

The  Managers  shall  m$et  on  a  notice  from  the  Secre¬ 
tary  officiating  at  the  annual  meeting,  within  three  days 
after  the  election,  and  choose  out  of  their  number,  a 
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President,  four  Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Se¬ 
cretary,  a  Recording  Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer. 

They  shall  make  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the 
Board,  and  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  transact 
business. 

Any  alteration  or  addition  to  this  Constitution,  must 
be  proposed  at  a  previous  meeting  to  that  of  its  adop¬ 
tion. 


LIST  OF  THE  OFFICERS. 


President — Mrs.  Ralston. 


Treasurer — Mrs.  M.  Montgomery. 
Corresponding  Secretary — Mrs.  E.  Chauncey. 
Recording  Secretary — Mrs.  Keen. 


Mrs.  Bancker, 
Mrs.  Budd, 


Managers . 


Mrs.  Markoe, 


Mrs.  Broadhead, 
Mrs.  Dale, 


Mrs.  Meredith, 
Mrs.  Patterson, 


Mrs.  Jane  way, 
Mrs.  Haskins, 
Mrs.  Kepple, 
Mrs.  Miller, 


Miss  Park, 
Mrs.  Rush, 


Mrs.  Staughton,  ' 


Mrs.  Sperry, 
Mrs.  Yorke. 


AN  ADDRESS 


BY  THE 


RIGHT  REVEREND  BISHOP  WHITE 

TO  THE 

FEMALE  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


HAVING  been  present  in  this  respectable  Company  of 
Ladies,  about  a  week  ago,  when  the  proposal  was  made 
to  them  for  their  forming  of  themselves  into  a  Society  for 
the  distribution  of  the  Bible,  I  took  the  liberty  of  de¬ 
livering  my  opinion  in  favour  of  the  measure.  Since 
that  meeting,  the  subject  has  been  frequently  in  my 
mind;  and  I  take  this  opportunity,  at  the  request  of  the 
Parent  Society,  of  renewing  the  expression  of  my 
opinion. 

The  question  was  asked  (and  by  ladies  determined  to 
contribute  at  least  their  money  to  the  object)  whether 
their  donations  might  not,  with  equal  utility,  be  thrown 
into  the  treasury  of  the  Society  already  instituted,  and 
conducted  by  the  other  sex?  It  was  answered,  and  is 
now  repeated,  in  order  to  show  perseverance  in  the  sen¬ 
timents,  1st.  That  there  will  be  a  greater  number  of  per¬ 
sons,  not  merely  contributing,  but  taking  such  an  inte¬ 
rest  in  the  work,  as  to  induce  others  also  to  contribute, 
as  opportunities  may  occur;  and,  2d.  That  in  the  line 
of  distribution,  there  come  under  your  notice  many  cases 
of  poverty,  of  the  merits  of  which  you  are  the  most 
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competent  judges,  and  especially  as  to  the  question, 
how  far  the  pecuniary  relief  of  poverty,  would  be  en¬ 
hanced  by  the  additional  gift  of  a  Bible,  with  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  its  being  both  acceptable  and  profitable. 

If  there  should  press  on  the  minds  of  any  of  you,  the  ap¬ 
prehension  of  exceeding  the  bounds  which  the  modesty  of 
your  sex  prescribes,  it  does  not  appear  to  me,  that  there 
is  the  least  ground  for  such  reproach,  so  long  as  the 
association  is  within  yourselves.  As  to  the  circumstance, 
that  some  of  you  will  be  called  upon  to  act  in  certain 
official  characters  necessary  for  the  conducting  of  busi¬ 
ness,  if  we  look  beyond  names,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
subject  itself,  but  what  would  apply  with  equal  force 
against  the  presiding  at  a  dinner,  or  at  a  tea  table;  un¬ 
less  indeed  it  could  be  alleged,  that  this  is  less  alien  from 
the  female  character,  than  the  gathering  and  the  dispens¬ 
ing  of  alms.  But  this  is  a  sentiment  which,  it  is  suppos¬ 
ed,  will  hardly  be  hazarded  by  the  most  jealous  asserters 
of  the  prerogatives  of  the  men. 

It  is  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  of  the  many  bene¬ 
ficent  properties  of  the  scriptures,  that  they  are  the 
charter  of  the  female  sex  against  degradation  and  op¬ 
pression.  Look  at  the  condition  of  women,  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  where  the  religion  of  the  Gospel  is  unknown;  and 
all  the  arrangements  of  domestic  life  will  be  found  a 
comment  on  the  position.  Can  it  then  be  out  of  the 
sphere  of  your  sex,  to  be  actively  engaged  in  dissemi¬ 
nating  a  system  of  truth  and  morals,  which  has  so  ex¬ 
cellent  a  bearing  immediately  on  your  interests;  and 
through  you,  on  whatever  contributes  to  the  rectitude, 
to  the  decorum,  and  to  all  the  rational  enjoyments  of 
social  life? 

You  have  also  this  especial  interest  in  the  same  sa¬ 
cred  treasure,  that,  of  our  sex  as  well  as  of  your  own, 
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you  are  the  earliest  instructors  in  morality  and  in  reli¬ 
gion:  and  what  is  there  deserving  the  commendation  of 
moral  or  religious,  if  detached  from  the  lessons  which 
speak  so  immediately  from  the  oracles  of  God,  to  the 
best  sensibilities  of  the  human  heart?  Under  so  loud  a 
call  as  this  to  the  estimation  of  the  bible,  surely  you 
cannot  be  stepping  out  of  your  proper  sphere,  by  being 
prominent  in  measures  for  the  depositing  of  it  in  such 
needy  families,  as  would  otherwise  be  without  the 
means  which  you  enjoy,  of  rendering  it  salutary  to  their 
rising  hopes. 

If  there  were  nothing  more  than  the  undeniable  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  human  condition,  that  under  all  states  of 
society  the  women  sustain  the  greatest  share  of  its  sor¬ 
rows,  it  must  give  them  an  essential  interest  in  the  best 
source  of  countervailing  consolation.  That  source  is  the 
word  of  truth:  and  this  being  the  case,  can  it  be  out  of 
character,  where  pecuniary  means  are  within  the  power, 
to  add  their  personal  attention  and  exertion  for  the  ex¬ 
tending  of  so  inestimable  a  benefit? 

It  has  been  thought  an  incidental  advantage  arising 
from  Bible  Societies,  that  by  combining  persons  of  dif- 
c  r'jnt  religious  denominations,  they  have  the  effect  of 
promoting  unity  of  affection,  under  irreconcileable  dif¬ 
ferences  of  opinion.  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society  set  off  on  the  fundamental  principle,  of  avoiding 
whatever  could  bring  such  diversity  into  view.  They 
professed  to  deliver  the  Book  of  God,  without  note  or 
comment.  The  Societies  instituted  in  America,  have 
trodden  in  their  steps.  While  this  plan  shall  be  pursued, 
there  can  be  no  dissatisfaction  on  account  of  interfering 
opinions  or  modes  of  worship.  Is  it  possible  that  such  a 
course  can  be  persevered  in,  without  its  contributing  to 
all  the  charities  of  life?  And  if  this  is  the  natural  conse- 
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quence,  can  any  scruple  be  well  founded,  which  would 
restrict  the  benefit  to  men? 

I  will  only  add,  that  contemplating  the  recent  institu¬ 
tion  of  Bible  Societies,  begun  in  England,  and  extend¬ 
ing  rapidly  throughout  the  world,  as  a  prodigious  effort 
for  the  raising  of  a  mound  against  the  threatening  inun¬ 
dation  of  infidelity;  as  being  also  one  of  the  happiest 
expedients  which  have  been  devised,  for  spreading  the 
knowledge  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ;  and  as  tending  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  assurances  given, 
that  his  kingdom  will  be  at  last  co-extensive  with  the 
world;  I  will  not  suffer  myself  to  believe,  that  your  sex, 
any  more  than  ours,  are  debarred  from  promoting  these 
blessed  ends,  in  your  distinctive  character.  Accordingly, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  exhorting  you  to  persevere  in  the 
work  begun,  and  of  assuring  you  of  my  best  wishes  and 
my  prayers  for  your  success. 

WILLIAM  WHITE. 

Philadelphia ,  23  d  Mareh ,  1814. 


BY-LAWS 


FOR  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE 

FEMALE  BIBLE  SOCIETY 

OF 

PHILADELPHIA. 


I.  THE  President,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  or  a 
Presiding  Officer  chosen  for  the  occasion,  shall,  at  the 
hour  of  meeting,  and  a  quorum  being  present,  take  the 
chair,  cause  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  to  be 
read,  preserve  order,  give  a  casting  vote  when  necessary, 
decide  on  questions  of  order,  and  appoint  all  commit¬ 
tees,  unless  otherwise  directed. 

II.  The  Treasurer  shall  hold  the  evidence  of  pro¬ 
perty  belonging  to  the  Society,  receive  their  money, 
and  deposit  the  same  officially  in  one  of  the  banks  of 
the  city — make  payments  agreeably  to  the  orders  of 
the  Managers — keep  a  fair  account  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures,  which  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  Managers,  and  be  reported  to  the  So¬ 
ciety  at  their  Annual  Meetings. 

III.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  make  the 
written  communications  directed  by  the  Managers,  keep 
copies  of  the  same,  and  superintend  the  printing  of  any 
publication  which  may  be  ordered. 

B 
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*  d 

J^earKZ01i"S  sha"  mak'  «* ■»»«■«, 

Offi  f  i  rds  and  papers  not  connected  with  the 

anl  m  TreaSUrer’  and  issue  notices  for  the  meetings 
of  the  Managers,  and  of  the  Society.  § 

Vf  TKePr  °f  C°mmittees  sha»  be  made  in  writing 
VI.  The  Managers  shall  meet,  statedly,  on  the  last 

rrs  Tt  :r  rnth’ in  1116  aftern°°n  at  f°ur 

o  Clock,  and  at  other  times  on  adjournment,  or  at  the 
call  of  one  of  the  presiding  Officers. 


